SOUTH CAROLINA

Nature is hard at work for South Carolinians. Investing
in natural infrastructure, such as wetlands, forests,

and farms, is critical to supporting South Carolina’s
economy and securing our way of life. The benefits of
these resources include:

PUBLIC SAFETY

Reduced Flood Risk: From 2000 to 2023, flooding
cost 25 lives, $39.8 million in crop damage, and
$263.4 million in property damage in South Carolina.*
During the same period, hurricanes and severe storms
cost 11 lives, $2.3 million in crop damage and $359.1
million in property damage. Protecting and restoring
salt marshes, dunes, oyster reefs, forests, wetlands,
floodplains and open space can dramatically reduce the
risk of future damage. For example, just 15 feet of salt
marsh can absorb 50 percent of wave energy from
storm surge? The protection value of undeveloped
floodplains along the Black and Coastal Waccamaw/
Pee Dee Rivers—a region with a history of heavy
inland flooding—is about $70 million.’

Reduced Wildfire Damage: South Carolina wildfires had
an economic cost of $76.4 million in direct damage

to property from 2000 to 2023.# Buffering residential
areas with well-managed protected open space and
investing in forest restoration can reduce wildfire risks
to people and property.

MILITARY READINESS

Boosted Training Resources and National Security:
The Readiness and Environmental Protection
Integration Program facilitates cost-sharing
agreements between the military, federal agencies,
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state and local governments, and accredited land trusts
to protect land near military installations. From FY
2005 through FY 2024, the Department of Defense
and partners contributed over $107.5 million to
protect 35,312 acres in the state. Keeping those lands
undeveloped provides space and security for military
exercises.”

PROTECTED HOUSING

Rising tides and storm surges have damaged the
shoreline and inundated roads at Marine Corps

Air Station Beaufort.® The Nature Conservancy

and station leaders, through a grant from the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
are implementing a large-scale living shoreline

to help protect the station’s Laurel Bay housing
complex. More than 250 Marine and civilian
volunteers have built nearly 1,000 feet of reef as of
September 2025.

ECONOMIC GROWTH

Supported farmers and fishermen: Thriving South
Carolina farms uphold the state’'s S116 billion
agriculture industry and 680,000 agriculture jobs. Our
seafood industry contributed over S78 million to the
South Carolina economy in 20227 These industries
depend on conservation, from private land stewardship
to the protection of salt marshes that nurture crabs,
shrimp and juvenile fish.

Secured Forestry Jobs: South Carolina’s forestry
industry generates $23.2 billion annually and supports
over 100,000 jobs® For every 10 jobs created directly
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by the forestry industry, another 11 jobs, on average, 1.3 million visitors to the state’s National Parks and

are created elsewhere in South Carolina. Keeping historic sites in 2023. These visitors generated $80.9
forestry profitable means protecting our state’s wood million in economic activity and supported 1,060 jobs
basket—healthy, conserved forested lands. These robust economic drivers depend on healthy

. forests, rivers and wildlife.
Generated Outdoor Recreation Income: In 2023,

outdoor recreation in South Carolina generated

$8.6 billion, supporting over 86,000 jobs? In 2022,
residents and tourists spent $2.1 billion on recreational
fishing services and supplies, supporting 18,120

jobs ® Hunters spent $704 million on hunting-related
purchases, supporting over 6,400 jobs!! There were

For the full report
Nature’s Dividends: The Economic, Health,
and Safety Benefits of Investing in Nature.
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